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Studies in the Psychology of Sex. Vol. II, Sexual Inversion. 
By Havelock Ellis. Third edition, revised and enlarged. 
Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Company, 1915. Pp. xii, 391. 

This is really a new book. It contains sixteen new personal 
Histories, a new Appendix, and a mass of fresh matter, based 
on Dr. Ellis's own investigations and on the extensive recent 
research in the United States and Continental Europe. Special 
mention is made of the work of F6r6, Moll, A. Raffalovich, and 
the encyclopaedic monograph of Magnus Hirschfeld. There is 
an acute and apparently conclusive criticism of the Freudian 
theory of acquired homosexuality. Dr. Ellis emphasises the 
recent biological view that all organic life is potentially bi- 
sexual, and believes "we may ultimately find a more fundamental 
source of these various phenomena, in the stimulating and in- 
hibiting play of the internal secretions." 

The immense complexity of inversion in all its tempera- 
mental and emotional shades and grades and blends is given full 
weight, and the careful student must realise that inverts are 
of diverse types, and, equally, that their ineradicable idio- 
syncracy is not necessarily, or even generally, accompanied by 
mental or physical disease. Even admitting that nearly all 
the cases here recorded belong to the intellectual and moral 
elites of inversion, the waste of mental and psychic force which 
they reveal constitutes a terrible social danger. Moreover an 
honest observer must conclude that homosexual practices, apart 
from pronounced congenital inversion, must enormously in- 
crease, in the present and near future, among both men and 
women in Europe. Some dim perception of this fact seems 
to be stirring the British official mind to renewed furtive persecu- 
tion of honest and esthetically valuable literature. But a social 
system founded on the repression and degradation of the normal 
erotic impulse artificially stimulates inversion and has forfeited 
all right to condemn it. England has already impoverished 
herself intellectually and covered herself with ridicule by the 
persecution of the original edition of this psychological classic. 
The logical clarity of the French mind, the imaginative sympathy 
of the Russian, would have saved us from such a humiliating 
exhibition. When shall we follow the example of France, and 
Latin Europe generally, and abolish all legal penalties for 
homosexual acts except when they involve public indecency, 
violation, or the abuse of the immature? 
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A couple of criticisms on minor points may be offered. Some 
of the best authenticated historical examples of feminine inversion 
receive no mention. And the statement that in bisexual persons, 
the inverted impulse predominates over the heterosexual, re- 
calls observed instances to the contrary. 

F. W. Stella Browne. 

London, England. 

Group Theories of Religion and the Religion of the 
Individual. By Clement C. J. Webb. London: George 
Allen & Unwin, Ltd., 1916. Pp. 208. Price, 5s. net. 

In 1914 Mr. Clement Webb delivered a course of lectures at 
Oxford on certain sociological theories of religion. In their 
present form they are still lectures. They contain a most in- 
teresting commentary for anyone who is reading the works 
of Durkheim and LeVy-Bruhl; and they constitute a very able 
polemic. There was needed just such an attack upon the 
theories of these men from just such an antagonist as Mr. Webb. 
It is as a polemic that the book must be read; not as an exposition 
or a detailed criticism. On the one side we should have ranged 
all the varieties of contemporary thought represented by Bergson, 
Sorel, and in philosophy of religion Durkheim, LeVy-Bruhl, Corn- 
ford, Harrison; on the other, the Oxford tradition headed by 
Mr. Webb. Mr. Webb's assault is forceful, but rather scattered. 
He turns too suddenly from criticism of special theories to 
criticism of general tendency, and from criticism of M. Levy- 
Bruhl to criticism of M. Durkheim, who does not hold quite the 
same views. And sometimes where he has felt an antipathy 
he has failed to elaborate a refutation; so that one is left in 
doubt as to whether he has quite understood M. Durkheim's 
point of view. 

When we examine Mr. Webb's objections one by one, we 
find that they may be summed up in two classes: one religious, 
the other philosophical. He objects on religious grounds, be- 
cause he believes that the tendency of the group theory is to 
reduce all religion to illusion, to " objectifications of feeling." 
He objects on philosophical grounds, because the theory of the 
"social origin of the categories" seems to invalidate all human 
knowledge. These two classes of objection should be kept quite 
distinct. A theory is hardly likely to be thoroughly positivist 



